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Introduction

F

ounded on World AIDS Day in 1989, as a volunteer governed,
community-based organization, BASIC NWFL, Inc., is a 501 (C)
(3), not-for-profit organization that serves the six counties of Area 2A
of the Central Panhandle of North Florida (Bay, Calhoun, Gulf,
Holmes, Jackson and Washington). BASIC's mission is dedicated to
aiding, assisting, and comforting those living with HIV/AIDS, their
families and friends. BASIC provides HIV awareness, education,
advocacy, prevention, HIV and Hepatitis C testing, and substance
abuse education to the citizens in the area. BASIC provides discrete
and compassionate assistance without passing judgment.
During this period, BASIC made a positive difference in the lives
of thousands of people living with HIV/AIDS and their families in
the region. We have been able to do this through the combined
efforts and support of all those who share our mission and generous
financial support from the federal and state government, corporate
and foundation partners, and community and individual donors.
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BASIC and St. Andrews Episcopal Church jointly held
the annual celebration of World AIDS Day
Candlelight Vigil (Dec 1, 2016) with many other
community members. Right: BASIC Board members
and staff held candlelight with others during the
event. Top: Ms. Nadine Smith, CEO of Equality
Florida, our guest speaker, gave a speech in the
church

Our guest speaker
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A Message From Our President/CEO
Dear Friends,

T

his past year, 2016 represented a milestone
for BASIC NWFL, Inc. as we reached our
27-year anniversary. We are proud to share our
accomplishments while we continue to provide
services to our community, especially to those
who are living with HIV/AIDS or those at risk of contracting HIV in
Bay, Calhoun, Gulf, Holmes, Jackson and Washington counties.
It has been a challenging year, but we are thankful to all our
supporters and a generous community for its support and assistance in
allowing us to fulfill our mission during 2016 and the past 27 years.
BASIC has continued to receive funding from federal and state
government funders, other nonprofit organizations, and our local
community to address the issues of HIV, reduce the stigma of
HIV/AIDS and address other obstacles that prevent infected persons
from seeking and remaining in care and treatment, and to address the
needs of residents at high-risk of contracting HIV. In 2016, BASIC
brought into the community approximately $1.54 million for
implementing services for our clients and sustain our operations.
This report is only a snapshot of accomplishments and services we
provided last year in our community. We hope that the community can
be proud of BASIC and we can be proud of our community for their
help, and we thank you for your love, support, and generosity!
Finally, we would like to dedicate this annual report and
accomplishments to our Board of Directors, Staff, and Volunteers, and
in particular, to the late Dr. Ronald R. Brown (1946-2017) who was on
BASIC's senior staff from 2003 until his retirement. Dr. Brown was also
a long-time advocate for the HIV community and resourceful person in
our community as well as on the State and National level. His brilliant
mind and tireless efforts will be missed by his family and all of us.
Sincerely,
Valerie Mincey, M.S.W.
President/CEO
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All Services We Provided
Client (Direct Care And Treatment) Services
Client Services Under Ryan White Part B Funding

B

ASIC has provided case management services and has acted as the lead agency for all services
provided under Ryan White Part B funding to HIV/AIDS clients of all six counties since 1994.
A total of 268 unduplicated HIV/AIDS clients have been enrolled in Client Services under the Ryan
White Part B funding. Of these, 86 clients were prescribed ART (Antiretroviral Therapy).
Unfortunately, 10 HIV/AIDS clients died during 2016.
The following table illustrates a summary of the program core services and support services
provided in 2016.
Indicators/Services

Number Clients

Number Visits

170
106
59
12
4
45
41

1519
454
142
34
5
NA
NA

179
102
92
42

NA
NA
NA
NA

Core Services:
Medical Case Management
Outpatient/Ambulatory Med. Care
Oral Health Care
Mental Health
Home Health Care
Local AIDS Pharmaceutical Assistance
Health Insurance Program

Support Services:
Non-Medical Case Management
Food Bank/Home-delivered meals
Transportation
Psychosocial support
NA=Not Applicable

Client Services Under HOPWA (Federal Housing Opportunities for Persons
with AIDS program)

During 2016, HOPWA program funding allowed us to provide housing assistance to 58 HIV/AIDS
eligible clients in need and 22 persons who resided with those eligible clients. BASIC was also able
to provide case management services to those 58 households. The following table shows how fortyfive percent (45%) of funds provided under HOPWA were utilized for each of the following
housing services to the 58 eligible households:
Indicators/Services

Percentage

Short term rent
Tenant-based rental assistance
Utility assistance
Permanent housing placement services
Transitional housing assistance

25%
22%
21%
20%
12%
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Other Client Service Programs
q Project AIDS Care (PAC) Program: Through the PAC Program, BASIC was able

to serve 25 unduplicated clients who were eligible for this Florida Medicaid Waiver program.
q Patient Drug Assistance Program: Through community grant funding from United
Way and SMART Ride, in 2016, the program was able to assist 57 unduplicated clients to
have access to life-sustaining medications used to treat HIV and HIV-related co-morbidities.
q Project Hope: It is a cooperative effort with PanCare Health (a local Federally Qualified
Health Center) to coordinate trainings for the clinic physicians on care and treatment of
persons with HIV/AIDS. The collaborative partnership provides primary medical and
dental care for individuals in a timely manner with expertise and service of quality care
covering all six-counties of Area 2A.

HIV PREVENTION SERVICES
U Think Program (High Impact Prevention Program)

The U Think Program was designed for very high risk individuals, black males and females, men
who have sex with men (MSM) of all races and HIV positive clients ages 18 and up. This is a State
of Florida initiative program that is comprised of six components: Testing, Prevention for Positives
Intervention (Partnership for Health), Condom distribution, Outreach, High-Risk Negative
Intervention (VOICES or Video Opportunities for Innovative Condom Education and Safer Sex),
and Community Events Outreach.
The following table illustrates a summary of the program services provided in 2016:
Indicators/Services

Number

Individuals received HIV counseling and testing,
and risk reduction sessions
Individuals enrolled in Prevention for Positives
Intervention (Partnership for Health)
Individuals completed the High-Risk Negative
Intervention (VOICES)
Condoms distributed to at least 1043 individuals
during one-on-one contacts and distribution sites
Community events attended by staff where at
least 2,286 individuals were reached

236
284
166
49,166
34

RAP (Respect Awareness Prevention) Program

Mr. Jermaine Daniels, Prevention Specialist,
providing HIV education and testing during
the program outreach

RAP program, funded by Gilead, is an integrated HIV/Hepatitis C/Substance Abuse prevention
program that targets African American young adults from ages 18 to 24. The goal is to educate,
empower, and equip them with appropriate skills needed to make healthy life choices.
The following table illustrates a summary of the RAP program services provided in 2016:
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Indicators/Services

Number

Individuals received peer guided outreach,
education/risk reduction and recruitment services
Individuals enrolled and completed the three 2
hour-sessions of BASIC Curriculum
Individuals were tested for HIV/Hepatitis C

321
135
127

PrEP (Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis) UP Program

Also funded by Gilead, the PrEP UP program goal is to reduce
the number of new HIV infections among African American
women and MSM of all races by increasing awareness of and
expanding access to the latest method of one pill a day for
preventing HIV infection among high-risk HIV-negative persons.
The following table illustrates a summary of PrEP program
services provided in 2016:
Indicators/Services

Number

Health providers received training to
increase knowledge and awareness of PrEP
Individuals received education and
counseling on PrEP
Individuals interested in PrEP regimen who
received intense case management services

19
316
14

OTHER PROGRAMS
Counseling, Testing and Linkage (CTL)

Knowing one's status is the essential step in preventing the additional spread of HIV in the
community. Under the CTL program, which is currently not funded by any government funding
mechanism, but relies on local contributions and volunteer resources, 241 men and women at risk of
contracting HIV were tested and provided risk reduction counseling and linked to other services, as
needed, in 2016.

Fully Committed/Linkage to Care Program

Through the Bay Health Foundation grant, the Fully Committed Program goal is to promote
medical adherence, which in turn helps decrease the viral burden within Bay County and prevent
new infections or spread of HIV/AIDS.
• A total of 60 clients were reached and served, thus exceeding the goal of reaching 30 by 200%.
The Linkage staff achieved this goal by monitoring CD4 count and viral loads from initiation of
services and through face-to-face meetings throughout the year.
• For those clients who had a high viral load, the staff helped identify barriers that were
preventing them from being medically-adherent and developed a plan to address these
challenges.

Patient Empowerment Program

Through funding from ViiV Healthcare Community Grant, Patient Health Navigator assisted clients
through face-to-face meetings and monthly messages in efforts to increase their medical adherence
and overall health outcome, and decrease the viral burden within the community. In 2016, the
program was able to provide patient health navigation services to:
• 58 clients including 40 who were newly-diagnosed and 18 who were considered re-intakes.
• 51 individuals unaware of HIV status were also HIV tested.
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Panhandle Advocacy Community Efforts Plus (PACE+)

Funded by AIDS United through the Southern REACH project, the primary outcome of PACE+
program is centered upon promoting, increasing, and strengthening leadership development for
people living with HIV/AIDS (PLWHA) and protecting their legal rights. The project was
successfully implemented and met all of its goals and objectives in 2016:
• PACE+ coalition of 5 agency partners was built
and will continue to broaden and strengthen to
at least 10 partners in 2017.
• Coalition members were educated about issues
and reality with regard to the HIV/AIDS
epidemic in the community and trained on
leadership and advocacy skills.
• A total of 78 individuals were reached during 12
presentations conducted to promote education
policy change from an abstinence only policy to
one that encompasses a more comprehensive
approach such as the ABC model.
• A total of 14 advocates who are PLWHA (9) and coalition representatives (5) from partner
organizations were identified and trained. Advocates, in particular PLWHA, were actively
involved in community trainings and presentations and had opportunities to share their life
stories and experiences, especially issues related to HIV/AIDS stigma and discrimination. In
addition, six advocates attended and shared their experience at the 19th Annual Positive Living
Conference (Sep 30-Oct 2, 2016) in Fort Walton Beach, Florida.
The following table illustrates a summary of PACE+ program services provided in 2016:
Indicators/Services

Number

Agency partners joined the PACE+ Coalition

5

Individuals reached during 12 presentations to promote an
education policy that encompasses a more comprehensive
approach in HIV prevention
Advocates trained and participated in community trainings
and presentations on HIV prevention and HIV/AIDS
advocacy

78
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14

Financials

B

ASIC is a good Community partner, and has served the local community for the past 27 years.
In 2016, the agency brought approximately $1.54 million from outside grants and other
resources into the community. BASIC undertook several fundraising projects with the help of
community sponsors. Notably, BASIC was privileged to benefit from generous local
contribution/donations through United Way, Charity Days at Pineapple Willy's, a Pancake Breakfast
at Applebee's on 23rd Street, regular contributions made by Mr. Bingo, and most notably from the
Red Tie Ball which celebrated BASIC's 27th Anniversary serving the community. These dollars
were spent in the local community on maintaining agency operations and assisting clients. Please
find the below graphs illustrating our revenues and expenses.

Revenue & Public Support

$1,541,212

Grants

$860,472

Other Funding Agreement

$579,973

Local Contributions

$100,766

Expenses

$1,237,551

Client Assistance Programs

$1,132,963

Agency Operations

$90,763

Other expenses (Fund Raising)

$13,825
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Ways to Support BASIC NWFL, Inc.

B

ASIC NWFL, Inc. is always grateful and thankful for your continuous thoughtful and generous
donations to support our mission and to ensure that the people with HIV and those at risk for
contracting HIV in the six county communities are given the essential services which they need. All
charitable donations are tax deductible and 100% of contributions received go to our organization.
Donations can also be made at www.basicnwfl.com or for more information call Mrs. Melanie Boso,
850-785-1088 Ext. 111. We now accept credit cards online via PayPal. Donors may also donate by
mailing checks, money orders, and gifts, to 432
Magnolia Avenue, Panama City, FL, 32401, and by
dropping off donations at our front desk.
Other Needs
BASIC NWFL, Inc. is a non-profit organization that
continuously strives to meet the needs of its clients.
Sometimes, we are in need of items necessary to aid
our clients or the agency. We ask people in the
community for help so we don’t have to use valuable
dollars that could rather be used to help extend the
number of clients we can serve.

Ms. Valerie Mincey receiving donation from PFLAG
representatives, Nancy Nash and Cathy Rifenburg

Yes, I want to Support BASIC NWFL, Inc.!
Here is my tax-deductible contribution to ensure that the people with HIV and those at
risk for contracting HIV in the six county communities are given the essential services
which they need.
Name_________________________Address_______________________________
City, State, ZIP_______________________________________________________
Phone (Optional) _______________Email (Optional) ________________________
My Gift Amount q $50 q $100 q $250 q Other $___________
q My Gift is enclosed
q Please charge to my credit card: q MasterCard
qVisa
Card Number _______________________________Expiration ________________
Signature____________________________________________________________
q I wish for my gift to remain anonymous
q I would like to discuss planned giving or estate contribution with you
Please make your check payable to: BASIC NWFL, Inc.
P.O. Box 805, Panama City, Fl 32402
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BASIC NWFL, Inc.
432 Magnolia Avenue
Panama City, Florida 32401
Tel: 850-785-1088
Fax: 850-785-8111
www.basicnwfl.com

A United Way Affiliate

BASIC NWFL, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) charitable organization and is a United Way charity with identification numbers
of 7075(Bay), 1075(Calhoun), 6075(Gulf), 8075(Holmes), 4075(Jackson) and 5075(Washington). We are registered
with the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services and hold the registration number CH-6687. One
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hundred percent (100%) received go to our organization and all charitable donationsBASIC
are tax
deductible.

